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MUG 
Morning User 

Group 
Thursday September 18, 2008 

 
Networking Business Card Exchange 

Meet your fellow businesses! 
Great Networking Opportunity 

 
Location:  Pelee Days Inn 
 
Time:  8:00am-9:30am 
            (includes breakfast) 
 
Cost:  $15.00 Chamber Members 
            $20.00 Non Members 

 
 

Register with Chris or Wendy  
at 519-326-2721 or email 

wendyp@leamingtonchamber.com 

Beehive  
Networking 

Friday September 26, 2008 
 

The Beehive Game will introduce     
business owners the “Law of             

Reciprocity”   
Take the fear out of  networking  

and replace it with fun! 
 
Location:  Pelee Days Inn 
 
Time:  1:30pm - 4:00pm 
 
Cost:  $25.00 

 
 

Register with Chris or Wendy  
at 519-326-2721 or email 

wendyp@leamingtonchamber.com 

MUG 
Morning User 

Group 
Thursday  October 16 , 2008 

 
Networking Business Card Exchange 

Meet your fellow businesses! 
Great Networking Opportunity 

 
Location: Pelee Days Inn 
 
Time:  8:00am-9:30am 
            (includes breakfast) 
 
Cost:  $15.00 Chamber Members 
            $20.00 Non Members 
 

 
Register with Chris or Wendy  

at 519-326-2721 or email 
wendyp@leamingtonchamber.com 

CHISTMAS IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
Christmas Parade Fundraiser Pasta Dinner 

Thursday November 6th   
Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens 

5:00pm –7:00pm 
Cost $10.00 

Raffle Table-do you have something to donate? 
Christmas Parade 

Sat. Nov. 29, 2008 -7:00pm  
Tickets available for pasta dinner and applications available for the parade at the Chamber 

office, please call 519-326-2721 or email wendyp@leamingtonchamber.com  

MUG is a networking breakfast group that allows businesses to learn about other business.  Directly after breakfast, everyone moves into 
another room to begin speed  networking.  One side of the table moves every 2 –3 minutes, continuing until they have seen everyone on that 

side of the table. This is a fun way to learn about the vast businesses in this area and generate more business contacts.                       
 Space is limited for this fast paced  networking  session, so, please call early to  reserve your spot! 

Leamington Rotary Club & Leamington Chamber of Commerce presents 
Growing Your Business:  How to Profit Even in Slow Times  

Wednesday October 29, 2008  
Roma Club – 19 Seacliff Drive East, Leamington  
Cocktails/Networking – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Workshop – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
International Speaker: Michael Angelo Caruso  

Cost $30.00 

Essential Skills for the  
Changing Workplace 

 
Friday October 17th 

Roma Club –19 Seacliff Drive, Leamington 
9:30 am—11:30am 

Cost:  $10.00 

update 

President Nick Mastronardi 

inside this issue 
 over the summer to show a new 

commitment to you as our 
members and to bring more 
information and tools to help 
you in your business.   
Our chamber not unlike other 
businesses, must adapt to the 
new world around us.  Our pri-
mary goal is to support our 
chamber members and the com-
munities we live in but we also 
must realize that our goals and 
needs are better heard when we 
partner up with other areas and 
communities who share our 
vision.  We live in a region that 
has seen its share of hard times 
and turmoil the last few years.  
The residents of Essex County 
understand the adversity that 
we continue to face and we all 
know that this situation will not 
change overnight.  More and 
more, the communities of this 
region understand that as a col-
lective voice we will have far 
greater impact and success in 
attracting new business invest-
ments, vital government sup-

As the current chair of the 
Leamington Chamber of Com-
merce, I would like to welcome 
all the new businesses that have 
recently joined and a big thank 
you to all of the current mem-
bers for continuing to make this 
a strong local Chamber of 
Commerce.  
 Your chamber board has been 
busily planning and scheduling 
events for the remainder of 
2008 and we feel we have some 
exciting workshops and net-
working meetings planned.  
The office staff, along with the 
board, has been working hard 

 

News from Chamber  
President Nick Mastronardi 
 
News From General Manager  
Christine Chopchik 
 
Welcome New Members 
 
How to Network by Loree   
Buchan—Self Employment 
Services 
 
Be sure to check out page 4  
and sign up for some of the 
networking opportunities 
 
Inserts - Kinsmen Complex 
Christmas Parade Sponsorship 

Inside this issue 
port and a greater ability to 
promote our region to the world 
as the best place to work and 
live in.  One of our objectives 
will be to provide more oppor-
tunities for you as businesses to 
network with a wider group of 
people.  One of our objectives 
is to combine events and work-
shops with other Chamber of 
Commerce offices along with 
other community groups within 
our region.  
I sincerely hope that every 
member will take advantage of 
the workshops and networking 
events that we will be deliver-
ing for the remainder of 2008.  
We will be starting our plan-
ning for 2009 shortly and want 
to hear from our members.  We 
ask for and encourage your 
comments about our progress.  
Please feel free to contact the 
chamber office with your com-
ments or suggestions and if you 
can spare some time, we are 
always on the lookout for peo-
ple wishing to volunteer their 
time.      

General Manager Chris Chopchik 
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Welcome Fall 

Thank you goes out to   
Tri County Copiers who  

offered Chamber       
members this  

colourful newsletter! 

Thank You 

You can tell that the Leamington area is close to the end of summer with signs of the trucks making 
their trips to the H.J. Heinz Co. with the loads of red tomatoes.  Where has our summer gone? 
The Chamber Ambassadors have done a great job again this spring and summer manning the     
tomato booth. Thank you Don Nicholson for the great job getting our people together. 
Also would like to thank Nilesh at the Pelee Days Inn for treating our Ambassadors to a wonderful 
meal and theater.  It was very appreciated by all that came out. 
The office has lined up some great networking events for this fall.  We will keep you posted.  
Please mark your calendar for our “networking Coaching Beehive Game “Live” It’s definitely a 
“high –Octane”    afternoon. Michael Fletcher, CEO of net world coaching, has been traveling   
Ontario for almost two years playing his Networking game (the Beehive Game) This event will be 
September 26th.  Don’t miss it! 
Thank you to our loyal members on renewing and welcome to all our new members. 
Remember save gas, shop Local…. Support your community. 
Check out the perks of a membership. Call Ron Bilokraly for a quote on chamber health 
Insurance. (519-326-9652).  

Remember to take advantage 
of your chamber perks 

 
Merchant Services 

 
 
 
 
 

Home & Auto Insurance 
 
 
 

Group Health Insurance 
 
 
 

Grand & Toy Office Supplies 
 
 

All Candidate Night 
October 2nd  

7:00pm—9:00pm 
Pelee Winery -Kingsville 

Venue to be announced on 
96.7 CHYR 

All Candidate Night 
October1st 

7:00pm—9:00pm 
Leamington 

Venue to be announced on 
96.7 CHYR 



 Leamington & District Chamber of Commerce 

Welcome New Chamber Members 

Welcome Wagon ‘New Business Professional Welcome 
26 Williams Ave,  Kingsville, ON N9Y 3T2 
Email address:  marymag@mnsi.net 
Website address:  www.welcomewagon.ca 
Contact:  Tina Ondejko –Hostess  - 519-733-0712 
 
Signature Gardens 
1717 Division Road, Kingsville, ON N9Y 2H1 
Email address: signature@mnsi.net 
Contact:  Chris Slabbekoorn –Owner - 519-733-3434 
 
Point Pelee Beach Cottage Rental 
836 Point Pelee Drive, Leamington, ON N8H 3V4 
Email address: impens@mnsi.net 
Contact:  Pat & Judy Impens—Owners –519-326-1587 
 
Mephisto’s Grill & Lounge 
15 Main Street West, Kingsville, ON N9Y 1H2 
Email address: mephistosgrill@gmail.com 
Website address:  www.mephistosgrill.com 
Contact:  Lorraine Goddard –Proprietor –519-733-0282 
 
Cindy’s Home & Garden 
585 Seacliff Drive, Kingsville, ON N9Y 2K6 
Email address: cindysgarden@cogeco.net 
Website address: www.cindysgarden.com 
Contact: Ken Martin –Owner—519-733-9424 
 
Cheesecake Lovers & More 
306 Queen Street, Kingsville, ON N9Y 2J3 
Email address: bettyoleary@sympatico.ca 
Website address:  www.cheesecakelovers.ca 
Contact: Betty O’Leary—Owner –519-733-3130 
 
Natalie Hart-Tilley Investors Group Consultant 
600-3100 Temple Drive, Windsor, ON N8W 5J6 
Email address: Natalie.hart-tilley@investorsgroup.com 
Contact:  Natalie Hart-Tilley –519-969-7526 
 
Electrical Wholesale Supply 
328 Erie Street South, Leamington, ON N8H 3C9 
Email address: ews@mnsi.net 
Contact:  Dave Austin - President –519-326-5656 
 
Graphic Edge 
28 Satinwood Cres., Leamington, ON N8H 4P2 
Email address:  rgrenier29@yahoo.ca 
Contact:  Richard Grenier –Owner –519-325-0179 
 
Explore Pelee 
37 Old Vineyard Road, Pelee Island, ON N0R 1M0 
Email address:  explorepelee@yahoo.ca 
Website address: www.explorepelee.com 
Contact:  Anne Marie Fortner –Owner –519-325-8687 
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Bayview Laser Engraving 
10 Foundry Street, Leamington, ON N8H 1C1 
Email address: sales@bayviewengraving.ca 
Website address:  www.bayviewengraving.ca 
Contact:  Michelle Lettner—Office Administrator –519-326-1935 
 
Stomp Mfg. Ltd 
542 Seacliff Drive, Kingsville, ON N9Y 2K7 
Email address: Darren@stompmfg.com 
Website address: www.stompmfg.com 
Contact:  Darren Stomp –President –519-733-5333 
 
Pelee Getaway Bed & Breakfast 
572 Bevel Line Road, Leamington, ON N8H 3V4 
Email address:  contact@peleegetaway.ca 
Website address:  www.peleegetaway.ca 
Contact:  Cheryl Humes—Owner –519-322-2424 
 
Dimension Stone & Design 
1589 Union Ave., Ruthven, ON N0P 2G0 
Email address: rick@dimentionstonedesign.com 
Website address: www.dimensionstonedesign.com 
Contact: Richard A. Conway –Owner - 519-909-4993 
 
Victorian Rose Tea Room 
64 Main Street East, Kingsville, ON N9Y 1A2 
Email address: Morrisontking@hotmail.com 
Website address: www.victorianrosetearoom.ca 
Contact:  Louise or Teresa Morrison –Owner –519-733-9035 
 
Solutions Organizational Management 
3920 County Road 23, RR # 1 Essex, ON N8M 2X5 
Email address: info@thegotrainer.com 
Website address: www.thegotrainer.com 
Contact:  Barb Seegers –Organizing Consultant –519-997-4994 
 
C & C Express 
2019 Union Ave. Box 211, Ruthven, ON N0P 2G0 
Contact:  Chad Bartel –Manager –519-791-5653 
 
Sugar Candy Shop 
18 Main Street West, Kingsville, ON N9Y 1H1 
Email address: sugarmama@sugarcandyshop.com 
Website address:  www.sugarcandyshop.com 
Contact:  Rachelle Friis –519-733-0010 
 
TMKVA 
23 Helen Street, Tilbury, ON N0P 2L0 
Email address:  mking149@sympatico.ca 
Website address:  www.tmkva.com 
Contact:  Mike & Tammy King –Owners –519-682-2512 
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As September begins, you can feel  
the relaxed attitudes of summer    
dissipating and the “back-to-school” 
frenzy beginning. Even when our 
school years have long past,          
September seems to make us buckle 
down and get serious. Is it because 
we truly have slacked off and lost 
focus over the lazy hazy days of 
summer? Probably. So suddenly  
September looms big and large as a 
sign to us that summer’s over and we 
need to get back on track. One of the 
best ways to get your business back 
on track is by Networking.  
If approached properly, networking 
can be a fun and exciting way to get 
your business known. Extroverts love 
people and by nature, network     
naturally at every opportunity.     
Introverts tend to quake in their  
boots at the mere suggestion of    
approaching strangers and            
introducing themselves. If you fall 
into the latter category, here are a 
few suggestions for making your 
networking opportunity.  
 1. Bring business cards. Sometimes 
having something in your hand to 
refer to, it acts like a security blanket 
and helps to remind you why you are 
there.  
2. Act “as if”. No one but you know 
that your nerves have been shot for 3 
days in anticipation of the event so, 
put on your drama cloak and act as if 
you are ZORRO the Networking 
God.  
3. Bring a friend. Make sure the 
friend is an extrovert and loves to 
network.  Ride on their coat-tails. 
Work the room together. Let your friend handle the initial introductions. Most often it’s that first “cold introduction” that is the most 
intimidating.    
4. Remember you are an expert. In your particular field inside of your particular business in your specific role, you are an expert. 
Someone, somewhere needs you. You simply need to find them and rest assured they are looking for you. 
5. Change your perspective regarding networking. Instead of approaching it as an event where you have to do a lot of talking,      
approach it as an opportunity to do a lot of listening.  Attack networking like a game of 20 questions. Write out a list of questions to 
ask that will get people talking. Instead of having the pressure on you of tell them about your business, ask them questions and then 
listen for opportunities to show them where your business can help. Even the most introverted can learn to make networking work 
for them. 
To help get the Networking ball rolling, I invite you to participate in the Chamber’s Good Morning Leamington, Morning Users 
Group Speed Networking events. These events will be starting up again on September 18. Everyone who attends has a blast and we 
have many success stories resulting from the connections made at these events. Also tops on the Exciting Networking Event list is 
the Chamber’s Beehive Networking Event on September 26th.  Check out the website, it looks like a whole lot of fun and a great 
new way to network.  Looking forward to networking with you soon!  

How to Network—Loree Buchan 
Self Employment Services 


